OUR AMBASSADOR KING

been made, are made, and always will be made, by its peoples,
who have conducted their own affairs. When I think of
Australia I am reminded of a fine saying used, I think, by the
first Prime Minister of the Commonwealth, Sir Edmund
Barton, whose recent loss in common with that of another
great Australian Prime Minister, Mr. Deakin, I greatly
deplore. Sir Edmund Barton expressed Australia's aspirations
in one sentence : " A continent for a nation and a nation for a
continent." I can now see with what faith and force the
Australian people have taken that ideal to their hearts. You
are determined that this nation shall be pure of race, and that
all citizens of your Commonwealth shall have an equal chance.
You have also proved in the last five years that you do not
follow this ideal in selfish isolation; you are prepared to
give of your best for the King, for the Empire, and for the
worldwide cause of liberty and justice. I am quite sure of
one thing, that as Australia stands by the Empire, so will the
Empire stand by Australia for all time.

There is another part of my experience in coming to
Australia that I should like to mention. Before the War we,
the nations of the British Empire, were naturally all very busy
with our own affairs, and it took Germany's challenge in 1914
to make us realise how solid and indivisible we are. Our
enemies had failed entirely to allow for this. They may have
expected to find themselves up against a few battalions from
the Dominions, but they certainly did not count on several
Army Corps, and the whole-hearted participation of the
Dominions was one of the factors that upset their war plans,
and brought about their ultimate defeat. During my travels
I have realised how deeply the roots of our common civilisa-
tion are set. It is the continuity of British methods and ideals
which is their strongest point. On my way to Australia I
passed sea after sea and island after island, bearing the record
of our race, and calling to mind such names as Grenville,
Drake, Cook and Flinders ; and when I reached New Zealand
and, finally, this great Continent, I felt that I had come upon
the realisation of long centuries of continuous British vision
and enterprise. I am sure that no nation of the Empire can
properly understand itself, or the links which bind it to other
British peoples, unless it follows British history a long way
back into the past.
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